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move goods into homes and out of warehouses, so that the
warehouses could be refilled, to soften the impact of ration-
ing when they knew rationing would be necessary and to
clamp down on ultimate profiteering by retailers. If the
housewife did not have the money to enter into this pro-
gramme, the Swiss Government went so far as to offer credit.
The administrators were using their heads. They were
preparing the pantries just as General Guisan was pre-
paring passes.
Even to-day, the rationing on material for clothes is
generous, and there is no ration at all on silk materials.
Coffee is still served in Swiss restaurants, although there is
little sugar.
Butter has literally gone out the window into the ash
can. Of course, you would hardly look for this, as dairying
is a great and internationally famous Swiss industry, but
Switzerland's butter now goes to the Nazis in Germany
in exchange for coal, which Swiss industries consume. This
butter, of course, brings Switzerland other things which
she needs. And the cows of Switzerland are working ex-
clusively on an export basis.
Every inch of tillable land has been put under cultiva-
tion. When General Guisan was looking at the League of
Nations Palace from a balcony, his eyes were travelling over
a potato crop covering the Palace grounds.
On the human front of international affairs, Switzer-
land continues to-day as she has since 1863, when Henri
Dunant founded the International Red Cross in Geneva.
Dr. Max Huber, former president of the Permament Court
of International Justice at The Hague, continues the direc-
tion of this work throughout the world, as he has since
1928. To-day, as in five previous wars, one of its great
features is its Central Agency for prisoners. Opened two
weeks after the war started in 1939, one of the many tasks
of the Central Agency is the transmission to their families
of all information concerning prisoners. The medical
division of the agency tries to maintain a card index of
wounded or sick prisoners in every country. It keeps similar
information on the condition of the wounded soldiers, their
state of convalescence, and such details as transfer from one
hospital to another.